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the harmful or disagteeable things, and not to be disciplined
into existence by a process of smarting under them: though
doubtless the same feelings extend themselves to any new
objects that disclose their repulsivencss only after experience.
Evenjfozv, though susceptible of indefinite extension by
knowledge of the signs of ill, is evidently, m its rudimentary
stage, a truly prophetic premonition of danger not cleaily in
view. Both in other creatures and in man (whose nature
may be illustrated by theirs, so far as it proceeds in company
with them), the instances are numerous, in which the fint
notice of the presence of something formidable is given by
the inward flurry of alarm, A cat requires no induction of
particulars, in order to show the most evident marks of fear
at the approach of a dog; her back rises, her fur stands on
end, and every movement expresses circumspection and
terror. A flock of sheep, hitherto protected from all know-
ledge of its dangers, will scud in every direction at the sight
of a wolf. And beneath the eye of the distant, almost in-
visible, bird of prey, the farm-yard is thrown into a tumult of
consternation: each mother-bird gathering her brood under
her wings, and every creature knowing a terror it has never
been taught. And though most of the dangers to which
man is exposed are known to him by the forewarning of
others, or are postponed till his own reason is able to ascer-
tain and foresee them, so that the conception precedes the
dread, there are not wanting instances of properly instinctive
fear*"11 An infant tossed in the arms a little too high expresses
a fright which no one can mistake, and which it would be
absurd to attribute to any imagination of the consequences
of a fall. The sight of a fierce and angry countenance, or of
a wild animal with brilliant eyes, will terrify a child who
cannot have learned to interpret the indications of danger
which these things afford; and the rush and dash of waves
will produce a shudder for which no experience of the
washing-tub will account Any one who can remember
what he felt when he first wen! out in a boat on a tossing
sea, will be able to detect in himself an element